The testicular cycle of a percoid teleost--Nandus nandus (Ham.).
Small paired testes of Nandus nandus are situated posteriorly in the body cavity. They open posteriorly in a common sperm duct. A urinogenital sinus is present. Each testis consists of a large number of seminiferous tubules extending from the periphery towards the centre. The seminiferous tubules are separated from each other by a layer of interstitial tissue. 6 different stages of spermatogenesis are recognised. On the basis of morphological and histological changes in the testes during different months of the year, the reproduvtice cycle has been divided into post-spawning (October to December), pre-spawning (January to March) and spawning (April to August) periods. The monthly volume of testes is in direct correlation with the monthly changes in water temperature. Statistical observations indicate that the process of spermatogenesis is very active during pre-spawning period. The relative number of spermatozoa is maximum in July (69.89%), suddenly decreases in August (54.28%) and continues to decrease upto October (49.66%) indicating the maximum spawning in July and August.